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THOUGHTS os ASTROLOGY. 


nd Ara regunt Homines, ſed regnat Alira DEUS. 
MONG all the various ſubjects that have engag- 
ed the curiefity of Mankind, there is none in 
which the generality have been more divided in opi- 
nion than Aſtrology, or reading the filent inclinations 
of infinite Wiſdom, as far as they can be collected 
from the aſpects of the planetary ſyſtem reſpecting 
man. As I own myſelf convinced it is an excellent 
ſcience, when purſued and practiſed from liberal and 
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good Principles, and as there are Inſtances of many 


_ Perſons under the depreſſions of adverſity, perplexity, 
and the innumerable ills or misfortunes (which in this 


ſtate of trial and probation will moſt inevitably hap- | 


Feu in a greater or leſs degree to every one), who : 
Have found no ſmall degree of relief by means of | 


Aſtrology :—As a lover of innocence, and having in 
my eye at once a late ſue in Clerkenzwell-Hall, and 
the noble advice of a great Lawyer*—T beg leave, at 
this time thus to offer my thoughts concerning it, and 
as a foe to perſecution, previouſly to declare, were I in 
authority to hear a complaint againſt any Aſtrologer, 
either as a Juſtice, or a Juryman, I really ſhould chuſe 
to examine his accuſers with a very ſtrict ſcrutiny ; 

as to the metives of their Information, or criminal 
charge againſt the offending Party ;—whether it pro- 
ceeds from a diſintereſted affection for Society, or 
from ſome private revenge; through any antipathy 
or ſpite, or bribe; or through latent envy in ſome 

_ adverſary to the Science, to prevent others from 
gaining that important ſatisfaction faithful Practi- 
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-tiogers of the ſublime art have ſo frequently and ſea- 


* donably afforded to radical enquiries ? As to the 
legality of the Profeſſion, as a free-man of this Coun- 
9 a 1 | | try, 

» Luke vi. 31, uod wis tibi fieri, fac alteri. John vill. 7. 
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try, I do avow a ſtrong prejudice in its favour, not- 
withſtanding there is n like a * Prohibition 
of it in an old Act of the Legiſlation. For does not 
Government allow the Stationers annually to publiſh 
© Vox Stellarum,” by Moore, with Partridge's and 
White's Ephemeris, and I know not how many other 
declarers of celeſtial Meſſages, with their prognoſ- 
tics of events; for judging the real or probable occur- 
rence of which undoubtedly the Stationers' Compa- 
ny pay very handſomely to ſundry Aſtrologers? Now 
if it be legal to publiſh many of theſe Books by the 
Stationers, in the name of Love, can it be hurtful and cri- 
minal to read and interpret them? And as few have 
ever learnt even the Names of the Signs, or Planets, 
ſurely the beſt advice or fincere opinion of thoſe who 
ſtudy and profeſs to underſtand them may be very 
innocently had by all the Laws of Urbanity and 
Reaſon? Why then ſhould not a ſidereal Counſellor 
receive his fee for his Sentiments in Aſtrology, if he is 
fatisfied with ſilver, as well as any Barriſter or garru- 
lous Pleader in a Court of Judicature, whoſe lips un- 
lock but with a golden key ? 

Not preſuming to ſet up my opinion here as a 
ſtandard for the reſt of the world, whilſt ſome pro- 
nounce that to be all evil, which another can ſee no 
evil at all in, if uſed without intemperzfice, I hope 
theſe ſeaſonable, friendly, though haſty reflections on 
the Aſtrological Art will afford the rational commu- 
nity ſome little amuſement ; and from the candid 
orthodox and benevolent, I have no cenſure to fear. 
If uſeful to any, either to remove a prejudice againſt 
the Art, or to raiſe an impreſſion in its favour, I ſhall 
think my time ſpent well in ſelecting a few paſlages 
from ſome very eminent Authors to corroborate what 
I have advanced: and ſurely it is unneceſſary to add, 
that if the greateſt Men have firmly believed in the 

1 Þ Science, 

It does not appear td,me, that Act forbids either the ſtudy or 
uſe of Aſtrology, nor does it deem an Aſtrologer a vagrant, the 
word Aſtrology not being inſerted, if I remember right. It therefore 
only prohibits fortune-telling by gypſies* incantations, palmiſtry, &c. 
which is entirely diſtinct from anſwering rationat queſtions (as Afra 
gunt, non cogunt) on the pure mathematical principles of Afrology. 


Science, that its reality was very obvious, to their 
Reaſon, and if ſo obvious, thoſe who formerly un- 
derſtood it, practiſed it Jure Divino 1 | 
1 | Give 

$ Add to Virtue, Knoꝛoledge: —ſays the great apoſtle of 
the Gentiles. And why not the ſcience of 4#rology as well 
as any other uſeful theory? The perfect knowledge of 
Equity is abſolutely neceſſary to the right adminiſtration of 
Law : and he is a virtuous and able Magiſtrate, who is 
ſtudious that no puniſhment for any offence, as far as it 
may be left to the magiſtrate to award it, ever exceeds in 
meaſure the demerit of the crime for which it is to be in- 
flicted, and whoſe happy characteriſtic is, that he adds to 
all his knowledge of ſacred and civil Law, the virtue of a 
perpetual fame of Jealousy over the ſcale of arbitrary Power, 
left it ſhould in any degree preponderate againſt that of Be- 
nevolence—to the diſadvantage of thoſe who como before him 
for Juſtice, Now Aſtrology imply confidered, cannot poſh- 
bly be criminal, unleſs it be ſo to forewarn or put a man up- 
on his guard; which its derivation from Asp, a Star, and 
awy@, a word in ſeaſon, an Opinion of contingences, or a fit 
idea well applied proves. And ſince no aftrologer takes up- 
on him to anſwer unlawful queſtions, how can any extor- 
tion be impoſed, or treſpaſs committed, or trap ſet to de- 


ceive the credulous or injure the ſimple, when thoſe who. 


chooſe to propoſe queſtions, are previouſly acquainted with 
the ordinary fee, not demanded, but reaſonably expected 
for the gratification of their curioſity ? And though ſome- 
times an expert profeſſor may be miſtaken, or unworthy 
perſons may practiſe the art from avaritious and 1gnoble 
motives, and not from the laudable queſt of knowledge, and 
the love of virtue, to benefit ſociety ; yet as their niceſt 
calculations (which may fail of coming true, thro' falſe 
time, or by an error in their Ephemeris,) are always drawn 
from the apparent poſition of the planetary figures, in the 
ſame manner as a ſkilful mathematician would demonſtate a 
problem in Euclid by a regular arithmetical proceſs, let me 
humbly aſk, Is there not at leaſt as much Virtue in aſſiſting 
one man to diſcover good from evil, or to ſpeculate con- 
cerning what may be his lot in the wheels of Providence, 
as there can be in conſtraining any in a ſtate of indigence 
to pay a grievous tax for the Light of the Sun, or in allurng 


numbers (however involved in debt!) to try to gain {20c00, 


in the Lottery, by purchaſing a ticket of Mis Fortune, at the 
certain riſque of 18 or 20 pounds ? which as ſome calculate 
will never ballance with more certain preſcriptions for being 
rich and happy, (rich in philanthropy, and happy in TRUE 
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_* Give me leave, again proteſting: I have not the 
happineſs of knowing it for myſelf, thus: publickly 
to avow my Belief in it. And therefore in reverence 
Dignity) fairly and freely ſtated and ſum'd up in the Book 
of Divine Knowledge every one takes int@&' his right hand, 
and ſwears by, (as approving of, and appealing to) before 
he can be heard to the diſparagement in any reſpect of his 
fellow man, in any court of judicature in this Chriſtian 


kingdom! But my aged Neighbour and Friend, has been 


very illiberally, not to ſay barbarouſly treated, by the male- 
volence, I fear, of a petty combination of buſy-bodies, and 
tale-bearers, and miſchief makers! And can one of ſuch a 
clan, raiſe influence enough to have three honeft members 
torn from their houſes, and families, and their connexions; 
and haled into priſon, for merely giving an opinion, in this 
generous age ? 1 thought by our Laws, by Magna Charta, 
in conjunction with the Bible, (except on Accuſations of 
Treaſon, Felony, or Murder) there muſt be full proof of 
dangerous criminality eftabliſhed, and the injury done muſt 
be clearly ſpecifted and atteſted, before any Briton could for- 
feit his liberty, or be diſgraced for the ſpace of a day as a 
MalefaQtor ! If I miſtake, -1 ſhall be glad to correct my 
blundering and beg pardon. Or how a peaceable Man can 
be a vagrant or a vagebond, who has paid ſcot and lot in his 
own hired habitation, by the virtuous practice of a knowledge 
he has enjoyed above others, for many years, I am unable to 
conceive, (As for Mr. C—, I have often witneſſed in him 
much of the temper and conduct of the pood Samaritan, never 
the vie craft of a ſly Deceiver.) But has not this harmleſs, in- 
firm old Houſekeeper, in Shoreditch, been lately dragg'd from 
his bed like a thief, and his life endanger'd, on the idle tale 
of a lying woman—only for kindly complying with her pre- 
tended defire, and anſwering the queſtion ſhe had unfairly 
forged for hire, to betray him? And with him his Partner and 
an aſſiſtant, both good huſbands and fathers, reſpectable fa- 
thers, of a young, innocent, dependent family? Chriftiani- 
ty! Thou whoſe all-virtuous author was firtt diicover'd by 
means of Aſtrology, do thy benign laws juſtify ſuch opprel- 
ſion as this? No. I have thy authority to enquire with a 
bluſh of pity and ſacred indignation, Which is moſt culpa- 
ble and worthy puniſhment, the perſon tempting with an in— 
ſidious queſtion, to which ſhe has confeſſed ſhe needed no 
ſolution ; or the beſet Aftrologer, who anſwered her guileful 
impertinence to the beſt of his abilities, according to the ap- 
"rb order of the Confirurations for the time, ſanctioned 

ith the Stamp of GoveRNMENT for his Direction, in Parte 
ridge Ephemetis ? 


= * 
* wr rt 


1 
. * 


1 


and affection for the memory of more than one of 


its auguſt and royal Profeſſion, I with to conclude _ x 


the whole with a few ſtanzas which were written 
ſome years ſince under impreſſions equally clear as 
to its general Innocence, its numberleſs advantages, 
and its divine Authority. Shew me a good Aſtrolo- 


ger, and I will ſhew you a friend of Man—A Philo 
fopher—a Philanthropift, a faithful Servant of the 


King of Kings, and of the People,— — 


« Slave to no ſet, who takes no private road, 
4 But looks thro' Nature, up to Nature's God.” 


In looking over a few of Moore's Almanacks ſe- 


veral new Arguments and Authorities preſent them 


ſelves, each beautiful, and I think indiſputable. But 
the unprejudiced Reader will perhaps think theſe 
quotations from his Almanack for 1786, quite ſuffici- 
ent.— And firſt let us liſten to the pious Dr. Watts? 


« Should all the baleful Planets ſhed 
«© Their mingled curſes on my head, 
Creatures with all their boaſted ſway 
c Are ſubject, and muſt all obey ; 
© They wait their orders from above, 

« Andexecute his vengeance or his Love.” 


And now let us hear the much admired Pope 


« All Nature is but Art, unknown to thee, 

4 All chance, direction which thou canſt not ſee : 
« All are but parts of one ſtupendous whole, 
© Whoſe Body Nature is, and God the Soul.” 


And the ſublime Young : : 


« To riſe in Science as in bliſs 
« Initiate in the Secrets of the Skies, 
To read Creation; read the mighty Plan. 
In the bare boſom of the Deity. 
6 The plan and execution to collate 
To ſec before each glance of piercing thought 
© All cloud, all ſhadow blown remote, and leave 
no Myſtery.” 
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n 7 4 And the ingenious Flatman: 
S I! © Yet pardon me ye glorious Lamps of Light: 
, „was one of you that led the way, 
„ Diſpell'd the gloomy Night, * 
I. < And ſhew'd the Magi where th' Almighty lay.” 
. 
| And, laſtly, one of our modern Poets: 
< Upwards again I lift my eyes, by Night's 
* dtupendous firmament, and thee ſurvey : 

© Thy cap beſpangled with Ten thouſand Lights, 
. URANIA, awes—ſuch graces to diſplay ? 
i 
S TANZ AS 


Sacred to the Memory of King PT O LEM Y, 
PRINCE or ASTROLOGERS. 


PT wir ens goodneſs ! God in light array'd, 
The ſelf-exiſtent, the eternal ſpring, 
Of all that can by wiſdom be ſurvey'd, 

Lends Heaven to man, his works on earth to fing ! 


Examine then your Maker's will—his mind, 

Man ought with humble fervent prayer to ſeek : 
Yon Py of Stars“ for this deſign'd, 

Pours forth Inſtruction to the ſtrong and weak. 


The Heaven's a Book; the Stars are Letters fair, 
O they are Thoughts Omnipotence hath wrote, 
Even to mortals, they his will declare, 
Moſt clear to ſuch as can their influence note. 


Ves: tis preſumption, ignorance and pride, 
Perhaps combin'd, that would this fact oppoſe: 
The Planets are right lawful to be tried, 
Obſerv'd and us'd to ſhun impending woes, 


Let all conſult them, who would ftrive to be, 
Exempt from fear, and miſery, and ſhame : 
Much hogour'd ProlEMux, twas thine to ſee 
Yon Orbs diſtinctly, and deſcribe each flame, 


* «© Command ye me concerning things to come.” —Saith God 
by Jeremiah the Prophet. But unleſs, as Moſes informs us, the 
Stars are for Siga of his Divine Purpoſes, and the Seaſons of their 
accompliſhment, how can frail man exerciſe the privilege held out in 
this moſt aſtogithing conde ſcenſion of Otaniſciz nee: 
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Peace to thine aſhes : to thy mem'ry Love, 
Ibe grateful tribute of a Song ſhall pay; 
O *rwas thy favour'd privilege to prove, 


| Learn'd Sage ! the Spheres rule mortals as they play, [ 


Each Globe a ſpecial influence employs, 
Man and this earth which he inhabits feel, 

Vet know not why there ſorrows, and here joys, 
Pierce or delight. But thou haſt loos'd this ſeal, 


This Truth is glorious, 'tis our ſacred right, 
Often to ſtudy Wispom's Laws on high; 
Look up, ye'curiovs, who feek joys by night, 

Enter with PToLEMY, and read the ſky. 


Enquiring thus the Patriarchs of old, 
Liv'd the Iuſtructors of the nations round: 
Let no man ſay, in this I am too bold, 
At leaſt till he can prove my creed unſound, 


Make conſcience then to uſe whatever may, 2 
Your ſteps direct, and fave you from that foe, 
Perfidious, who from hate of light would ſay, 
The Stars 'tis impious to contemplate ſo. 


Ordain'd they are for Seaſons and for Signs, 
Lamps for our Spirits more than for our feet; 
Each riſes for us; each for us declines, | 
Man, mark their aſpects if you'd ſhun'deceit, 


Teach me to know the number of my days, "rs 
O make me kinda my ſelf, — what my end, 

Like David pray: and then like David praiſe, 
Each work of God — each day to this attend, 


